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Foreword

1 ider it an inestimable boon. blessing and an
act of tremendous spiritual merit that I have been called
upon to write this foreword to this wonderful work on
Jaina philosophy which has been composed by His
Holiness Sri 1008 Sri Acharya Tulasiramji swami the pre-
sent Patriarch of the Jain Swentambar Terapanth Commu-
nity. It will be inexcusably presumptuous on my part
to speak of the encyclopaedic learning of His Holiness
and ] am not competent to discharge this onerous res-
ponsibility. | consider it a proud privilege that Provi-
dence vouchsafed me an opportunity to offer my ho-
mage to the saint in person twice in my lite. During
my second visit at Delhi where the Guru Maharajji
was engaged in preaching the secrets of Jaina religion
I was permitted to read the Jainasiddhantadipika
with Swami Nathmalji, an erudite scholar and direct
disciple of the saint. I was surprised to see that the
whole gamut of Jaina thought including metaphysics,
cosmography. religion and ethics was so succi-
nctly and yet so lucidly expounded in this work as
was never essayed by any other scholar before, With
the progressive growth of interest in Indian philoso-
phical thought and religionin the universitit« of India
students of philosophy aic eagerly looking forward
to the publication of new books and exposic n- of our
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ancient thought. The revival of interest in Buddhism,
though now extinct as a social factor in the present
day India, is due to this renaissance. But Jainism. though
happily a living religion stilf in India, did not receive the
attention that itis entitled to.

Fortunately the Jaina community has been awaken-
ed to the necessity and utility of the propagation of the
ancient treasures of thought which are embodied tn
the Ag and the sy ic works and classics
written by masters of Jaina thought. The outcome of
this awakening has been the publication of a large
number of works. The ancient Agamas are written in
the old Ardhamagadhi Piakrit which is as dead as
dodo. The Sanskrit c taries and 1
however make them iutelligible to the specialists. But
the works are of sucli an encyclopaedic character and
‘the philosephical thoughts embedded in them are so
submerged in the airay of historical and legendary
matter that it is difficult fora modern student of the
university to form an intelligent estimate of them. This
problem was realised in the past by the philosophers
of the Jaina school and they wrote classical text-books
for the benefit of the students of pure philosophy.
But the style and the methodology which were adop-
ted by these wiiters were adapted to the needs of the
age in which they floutished. They were intended for
students who could devote undivided and unswerving
attention to the subject. Practically speaking, these
woiks are found to be extremely difficult, diffuse and
unwieldy by scholars at the present day. It is now
imperative that students of our modern universities
shonld  have first-hand knowledge of Jaina thought with-
oul which the knowledge of Indian thought would
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remain imperfect, inadequate and vague. The old
superstition that Jainism formed a part of Buddhist religi-
on and thought has been f ] loded, thanks to
the works of scholars, European and Indian in the past,
But it must be confessed that even distinguished
scholars versed in Buddhism and Brahmanical culture

i betray a | table i and con-
fusion of thought and are guilty of misrepresentation
of the fund: tals of Jaina phil hy and religi

Even students who study Indian philosophy in the
original texts as part of their university curriculum are
seldom found to gather the courage and enthusiasm

y for kling the hical classies of
Jainism. The reason is the paucity of reliable text-books
of manageable size and length.

When I was granted the privilege by His
Holiness to read the Jainasiddhantadiplka in
manuscript with Swami Nathmalji, 1 was simply trans-
ported with joy to find that this was the book which
would remove the painful desideratum. I found that
many of my obscurities and puzzles were so lucidly clear-
ed up in this work. Even years of devoted study of
the Jaina classics would not succeed in making some
of the fundamental problems perfectly intelligible to a
modern mind, particularly if he has not guidance of the
teacher at every step. But the study of this -work as
a preliminary text-book would give the student a per-
fectly clear conception and thorough comprehension
of the basic problems. Imade an humble request that
the book should be published without loss of time
so that it could be made a text-book in the univer-
sities of India. I can assure the authorities concerned
that the study of this single book will enable a student




[iv]

of philosophy to acquire with comparative ease and
comfort the knowledge of the fundamentals of Jaina tho-
ught and this knowledge will be perfectly dependable and
unerring.

The categories of Jaina philosophy, both physi-
cal and spiritual, have received a thorough treatment
in the first and second chapters with all the re-
levant problems. The third chapter is a continuation
of the same with due elaboration. The fourth chapter
deals with the problem of Karman and its relation
to and influence upon the individual dJdivas. The
Jaina theory of Karman is extremely difficult to under-
stand t of its si ly original cl which
has very little in common with the relevant theories
of the other Indian schools of thought, both in res-
pect of the fundamental character of KARMAN and
the technique of its operation and influence upon the
soul. I, for my part, am extremely indebted to this book
for the clarification of my understanding and the re-
moval of confusion which 1 could not overcome by
my unaided study. The fifth chapter is extremely
important. To my mind it is unparalleled for the flood
of light it casts upon the problem of salvation which
consists in ipation from the bondage of kaimic veils.
1t incidentally deals with the stages of spiritual pro-
gress, called gunasthonas, which again have received a
thorough treatment in the eighth chapter. The whole
code of Jaina ethics receives a thorough treatment
within an incredibly small compass. The sixth and
seventh chapters which deal with the Malnavratas
are remarkable for the ition of the ethi li
problem of acts of merit and demerit which is posse-
ssed of tremendous significance in & for the modernsoci-
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al reformer and philanthropically inclined persons. The
eighth chapter deals with ounasthanas, a problem
which baffles even the most discerning and devoted stu-
dent. A thorough knowledge of this topic alone would re-
quire the study of voluminous original texts dealing
with the Jaina theory of KARMAN. But the problem
is so very complicated and the tieatment of it in these
works is so very elaborate, diffuse and far-flung that
there is evely likelihood of the student missing the
forest in the trees. I, for my pait, as an indifferent
student of Jaina thought, confess that I could not
expect such a lucid and easily assimilable exposition
of this tangled problem by means of a few aphori-
sms and a short gloss. The ninth chapter deals with
PRAMANAS, NAYAS and NIKSEPAS which are pecu-
liarly characteristic of Jaina philosophical attitude. The
problem  of clear unmuddled thought is now
receiving attention in Europe and it is being stress-
ed how important is the role of language in this matter,
The logical assessment of the value of different angles
of vision, mental attitudes and approaches influenced
by emotional colowmings inherited from the sccial
enviconment and communal breeding is a problem of
perennial interest. Itis a matter of extreme giatification
and solace that this problem has been trested with a
thoroughness which is characteristic of Jaina thought.
It may be claimed with cvery justification that it is
an entirely original contribution of Jaina logicians. It
is a pity that this side of the problem of logical
thinking has not bzen so thoroughly studied in any
other school.
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One word about the Hindi translation. It is an
expository rendeiing and casts light upon points which
an uninitiated student will find hard to comprehead.
The diction of the rendering is such as can be intelligible
by any scholar of Sanskrit with a nodding acquaintance
with Hindi. 1tis desirable that this illuminating wotk
should have an English rendeting and exposition so that
it can have wide ciiculation in Europe and America
1 have made good progress in this enterprise with the

lloboration of Dr. Natt Tantiya M. A, D. Litt,
whose scholarship in the field of Jainalogy, Particularly
Philosophy, religion and logic, is consummate and
absolutely dependable.

Dr. Satkari Mookerjee, v 4. pn. .

Asutosh Professor and Head of the
Department of Sangkrit.
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.
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